Waterwise’s Asks Of The New Government

We face a water deficit of at least 4800 million litres per day (MId) if we want to have a healthy
environment, secure water supplies and future growth (see here). Over 50% of this deficit needs to be met
by reducing our water demand with at least 1000 Mld relying on new government policy. Below we set out
our top 6 water saving policy priorities for the new government - together they have potential to reduce
water use by more than 2000 Mld.

Deliver the UK mandatory water efficiency label making it easy for people and

businesses to choose more water efficient products

Currently planned for a launch in 2025 (see here) the mandatory government led water label is the most cost
effective policy that can significantly reduce water use, saving over 1500 MId by 2050. It is vital the new
government presses on with its launch.

Urgently increase water saving ambition in Building Regulations for new

development

Current water efficiency standards in new build homes are not working and aren't fit for the future (see here).
We urgently need the new government to implement changes to Building Regulations in England to encourage
water saving; reuse of water; reduce leakage and save households money. An increase in ambition of 20%
across England would save 50 MId for every 1 million new homes built.

Support the planned smart water meter roll-out in England

Smart water meters provide vital water use information that supports households and businesses in using
water wisely and reducing leakage. Government needs to get behind the planned roll-out which ramps up in
2025 and will save over 450 MId by 2050. We also want the new government to remove the archaic restrictions
that prevent water companies in the north of England from universally charging customers based on their
water usage, not house size.

Update the Energy Performance Certificate to include water efficiency

We agree with consumer watchdog Which that the Energy Performance Certificate needs to be reviewed. We
want the new government to commission a review to include considering the opportunity to include water use
into it, linking to the mandatory water label grading, so that in-property water efficiency is considered when
properties are sold or rented.

Require very high water using businesses to report on their efforts to

reduce water use

Business water use makes up around 30% of public water supply use in England and Wales and just 1% of
businesses use around half of that (around 1500 MId). We want a new policy that the 1% to be required to
produce a 3 yearly report on their efforts to reduce water use to support the government meet the
Environment Act target of reducing business water use by 9% by 2038.

Require all buildings to be fitted with leak detection

Around 10% of homes and 25% of businesses have internal leaks. This is wasting 100’s Mld of drinking water
and is also the cause of 25% of insurance claims. We are calling for a new policy that every property should be
fitted with a leak alarm by 2030 capable of rapidly detecting and notifying the bill payer within 24 hours if they
have an in-property leak. Where possible this should be a smart water meter but, if not possible by 2030, then
an alternative leak detection device is installed.

If you want to find out more about Waterwise; our policy

asks; the UK Water Efficiency Strategy to 2030 or our wider °
work as the UK's leading water efficiency NGO please get in Wa e rW I S e

touch with us at engagement@waterwise.org.uk
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